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The East London Community Foundation acts as both a grant maker and an endowment builder in East and North East London. We work with private individuals, companies, organisations and statutory bodies to encourage them to channel their giving through us, allowing them to benefit from our grant making expertise and community knowledge. We also support local community groups in our area of benefit to access the grants we manage. We are delighted to have been chosen by Comic Relief to distribute their community grants of up to £10,000.  

Comic Relief

A grant making programme managed by East London Community Foundation for groups in Barking & Dagenham, Haringey, Havering, Redbridge and Waltham Forest.

Objectives and Criteria

There are still many communities in the UK that suffer from economic and social deprivation and the current economic climate may make this situation worse. 

This programme aims to empower local people enabling them to create lasting change in their communities.  

The Grant shall be used to support work where there is clear evidence of a sustained beneficial impact or people’s lives who are excluded or disadvantaged through low income, social isolation, age, disabilities, race, sexuality or gender. 

Projects should be run by people directly affected by the issues they are dealing with and priority will be given to small, locally based groups, or organisations in areas of disadvantage that have a clear understanding of the needs of their community and are undertaking actions as a means of addressing these needs. This can also include “Communities of Interest” which cover a wider geographical area.

This work can cover a small geographical area such as a housing estate, but we will also consider work covering a slightly larger area such as a town or borough where there is clear evidence of community involvement.   

Within this context, the Grant Criteria are:

1. Comic Relief specifically wants 50% of the available funds to go to sports projects that 

a) increase access to sport and exercise for people who face social exclusion and isolation 

b) help people who are experiencing difficulties in their lives. 

2. The remaining funding will support community groups running projects that 

a) increase local services,

b) builds skills of local people, 

c) increase community cohesion, 

d) respond to local economic needs.

How much funding is available?

Grants can start at £1,000 up to a maximum of £10,000.  In 2010/11, East London Community Foundation has a total of £32,170 to award in line with the above criteria, £15,790 for sports projects and £16,380 for community projects.
Due to the limited amount of funding available, East London Community Foundation will be looking to fund 4-5 exemplary projects that clearly meet the above criteria, and have the potential to make a demonstrable positive, lasting difference to the lives of people in deprived areas within our five boroughs. 

Applications will be prioritised based on potential impact and fit with the criteria, 
so only apply if you think your project is an excellent fit. If you are unsure, please discuss your idea with us first.

Who can apply? 

· Community Groups and small charities run by local volunteers

· Community Sports Clubs run by local volunteers

· Local Residents Associations

· Community Centres

· Social Enterprises / Community Interest Companies

· Credit Unions

Priority will be given to small, locally based groups who have first-hand knowledge of the issues they are working to address, and projects which encourage self-help and mutual support.

Examples of the type of activities we can fund 

· Community sport activities which increase access to physical activities for those who face difficulties in their lives, building confidence and self-esteem

· Projects that increase understanding between people of different backgrounds and beliefs

· Local food co-ops and healthy eating initiatives

· Projects addressing debt and financial exclusion

· Projects increasing access to benefits, advice and employment

· Training that gives volunteers the skills to address issues in their communities

Grant money can be spent on a combination of project costs, operational costs and salaries.  

Exclusions

Comic Relief does not award grants:

· to individuals;

· to statutory organisations, including schools;

· to groups or projects whose main aim is the advancement of religion or politics;

· to fund trips abroad;

· to fund buses, mini buses or other community transport schemes (not including transport costs forming part of a project);

· to fund building costs, including access adaptations to buildings;

· to projects where the work has already taken place.

How do you apply for a grant? 

The closing date for applications for Comic Relief funding in 2009/10 in Barking & Dagenham, Haringey, Havering, Redbridge and Waltham Forest is:

5pm on Friday 10 September 2010.

Applications should be made online.

Applicants will receive an e-mail requesting further information to be sent by post by Friday 17 September – so please ensure you check your e-mails after you apply.

For further information, please see www.elcf.org.uk/apply_open.cfm 
Groups without Internet access should contact our grants team for advice.

What happens after you have applied?

All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application by the end of November 2010. Funded projects are generally expected to start in December or January and run for up to 10 months. All grants should be fully spent and accounted for by September 2011.

Contact us

Please contact our Grants Team if you have any questions about the fund:

E-mail: grants@elcf.org.uk 

Telephone: 0300 303 1203 

East London Community Foundation, LCCM House, Kemp Rd, Dagenham RM8 1ST

East London Community Foundation, registered charity 1133535 and Company Limited by Guarantee 
registered in England and Wales 6610944. Registered office LCCM House, Kemp Road, Dagenham RM8 1ST

Comic Relief, registered charity 326568 (England and Wales), SCO39730 (Scotland). 
Comic Relief spends money raised by its fundraising campaigns, Red Nose Day & Sport Relief. 


